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Young art.
I gave a three year old a piece of paper to draw, and she drew the following piece of art. My specific isntructions to her were to draw her Mum. I told her to draw her mother when she is smiling.
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Looking at the piece that she had drawn, I was quite impressed. This is the pre symbolism stage. This is a stage when the figure begins to emerge and you can tell that the child had an idea of drawing a human being in her mind. The reason I thought that this is the pre symbolism stage is because from the image, it is quite evident that she missed the hands, I am not sure whether the hands are coming out of the ears or they are just the ears (artjunction). The piece of art has no fingers, but at least I can see that the child is picturing her mother smiling, the person in the drawing seems to be smiling. The neck is also not present.
Part of the reason why she drew this image the way it is may be because, the features that she has included in the picture are the ones that she thinks makes up the human physic. Maybe she is not too keen to details, such as noticing the fingers, or the neck. Maybe the child lacked basic knowledge about how the human body is organized, or maybe this is an abstract in the mind of the child. The level of imagination may be at this level. 
What I have discovered about assessing children’s art is that you cannot judge a child’s art, you cannot say that it is bad, you have to appreciate it, as it is a stage, and it only gets better as the child is growing older. Looking at a child’s art is a great way of knowing how the child is thinking, testing their level of imagination.
You can also tell a lot about the psychology of a child and what they might be going through from the art that they draw, you can tell the economic status of the child through the piece of art as they are likely to draw what they are used to seeing in the house. For instance, if the child draws a picture of the mother crying, then, incidences of domestic violence may be present in the child’s life. If the mother is smiling in the piece of art, then it may be a reflection of what is happening in the child’s life. From the picture above, I could tell that her imagination was good given her age and stage. 
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